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DRAFT RESOLUTION

[WATER AS A HUMAN RIGHT (BO: THE HUMAN RIGHT TO (US: SAFE DRINKING) WATER AND SANITATION) (CA: IMPROVING EQUITABLE ACCESS TO SAFE AND CLEAN DRINKING WATER AND SANITATION) 
/
(Presented by the Delegation of Bolivia and cosponsored by the Delegation of Ecuador.  Considered at the meeting held May 15 2012)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
(The Delegation of Canada suggests  beginning with one paragraph that merges and draws on OAS resolutions AG/RES. 2347 (XXXVII-O/07) and AG/RES. 2349 (XXXVII-O/07));

New paragraph proposed by the Delegation of Colombia on 05/15/2012


(CO: Deeply concerned that approximately ____million people lack access to safe drinking water in the Americas and more than ___ million people have no access to basic sanitation, and alarmed that every year some ___ million children under the age of five die and ___millions of school days are lost due to diseases related to lack of safe water and sanitation;)

(US/CA: RECALLING UNDERSCORING) that United Nations General Assembly resolution 64/292 of July 28, 2010 recognizes the right to safe (US: and clean) drinking water and sanitation as a human right (US: that is essential for the full enjoyment of life and all human rights) (CO: and bearing in mind that in their domestic legislation states have pledged to guarantee that right);
Alternate paragraph proposed by the Delegation of Canada on 05/15/2012

ACKNOWLEDGING the importance of equitable access to safe and clean drinking water and sanitation as an integral component of the realization of all human rights;

New paragraph proposed by the Delegation of Canada on 05/15/2012:

RECOGNIZING that water is fundamental for life and central to socioeconomic development and environmental sustainability and that nondiscriminatory access by the population to potable water and sanitation services, in the framework of national laws and policies contributes to the objective of combating poverty;

New paragraph proposed by the Delegation of Canada on 05/15/2012:

TAKING NOTE also of Principle 2 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, which established that “States have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the principles of international law, the sovereign right to exploit their own resources pursuant to their own environmental and developmental policies, and the responsibility to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to the environment of other States or of areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction”;

RECALLING that resolution AG/RES. 2347 (XXXVII-O/07) (US: decided resolved)  to expedite efforts, in the context of national realities and laws, to achieve the objective of halving the proportion of people who are unable to reach or to afford safe drinking water, on the basis of nondiscrimination, equality, equity, solidarity, and environmental sustainability; (The Delegation of Canada proposed on 05/17/2012 to begin the resolution with a reference to resolution AG/RES. 2347 (XXXVII-O/07)  and AG/RES. 2349 (XXXVII-O/07)) 
RECALLING ALSO that resolution AG/RES. 2349 (XXXVII-O/07) (CA: reaffirms the sovereign right of each state to establish rules and regulations on water use and water services in its territory, and) urges member states to develop government policies that envisage the participation of civil society in water resources management and in planning options for improving their drinking-water and sanitation services, with respect for the rule of law, bearing in mind, among other considerations, the needs of urban, rural, and indigenous communities, facilitating to that end access to specialized know-how and information on integrated water resources management in a democratic, transparent, and equitable manner;  (On 05/17/2012, the Delegation of Canada proposed  beginning the resolution with a reference to resolution AG/RES. 2347 (XXXVII-O/07)  and AG/RES. 2349 (XXXVII-O/07), if delegations don’t accept the proposal, it proposes new language for this paragraph)
RECOGNIZING (US: that) World Health Assembly (US: resolution) WHA64.24 of May 2011, (US: which) urges member states to  (CA: promote strategies for the safe management of drinking-water for human consumption) ensure that national health strategies contribute to the realization of water- and sanitation-related Millennium Development Goals while coming in support to the progressive realization of the human right to water and sanitation (CA: that entitles everyone, without discrimination, to water and sanitation that is sufficient, safe, acceptable, physically accessible and affordable for personal and domestic uses);

RECALLING the commitments adopted by the Declaration of Santa Cruz + 10 and the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (2006-2009) in the area of integrated water resources management; and
(CA: TAKING NOTE BEARING IN MIND the inter-American Dialogues of Water Management, including) (CO: proposals and results) of the (US/CA: Declaration of the) Seventh Inter-American Dialogue on Water Management (D/7) held in Medellín, Colombia, in November 2011,

RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm that the right to safe and clean drinking water and sanitation is a human right that is essential for the full enjoyment of life and all human rights (AR: that each state must guarantee for the individuals subject to its jurisdiction and not in respect of other states).
Alternate operative paragraph 1 proposed by the Delegation of the United States on 05/15/2012:

(US: To reaffirm that the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation is derived from the right to an adequate standard of living and inextricably related to the right to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, as well as the right to life and human dignity.)
Alternate operative paragraph 1 proposed by the Delegation of Canada on 05/15/2012:

(CA: To reaffirm the importance of equitable access to safe and clean drinking water and sanitation as an integral component of the realization of all human rights.)
Alternate operative paragraph 1 proposed by the Delegation of Colombia on 05/15/2012:

(CO: To recognize that water is essential for life and fundamental for socio-economic development and environmental sustainability, and that nondiscriminatory access by the population to potable water and sanitation services, under national laws and policies, contributes to the goal of fighting poverty.)
New operative paragraphs 1 bis. and 1 ter proposed by the Delegation of Canada on 05/15/2012:

(CA: 1 bis. 
To reaffirm the sovereign right of each state to establish rules and regulations on water use and water services in its territory.)
(CA: 1 ter. To invite Member states, in keeping with their national realities, to undertake to continue working to ensure access to safe drinking water and sanitation services for present and future generations.)
2. To (US/CA/AR: urge invite) member states to share their public-policy practices in the area of water resources management, as well as their plans and measures for improving their drinking water and sanitation services.

Alternate operative paragraph 2 proposed by the Delegation of Colombia on 05/15/2012:

(CO: To urge member states to adopt measures designed to guarantee access to potable water and sanitation services for present and future generations, in accordance with their circumstances and domestic legislation.)
New operative paragraph 2 bis proposed by the Delegation of Chile on 05/15/2012:

(CH: 2 bis:  To reaffirm the sovereign right of each state to establish rules and regulations on the use of water and water services in its territory.
3. To request the General Secretariat to disseminate the Declaration of Santa Cruz + 10 and the (CO: proposals and results Declaration) of the Seventh Inter-American Dialogue on Water Management (D/7). (The delegation of the US proposed  deleting this paragraph on 05/15/2012) (On 05/15/2012, the Delegation of Brazil proposed eliminating the references to the inter-American dialogue on water management)
4. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution and of the preceding resolutions on the subject: AG/RES 2347 (XXXVII-O/07) and AG/RES 2349 (XXXVII-O/07) .] (The Delegations of Canada and the United States requested to place in brackets the whole text of the draft resolution on 05/07/2012)
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� 	During the CEPCIDI meeting held May 7, 2012, the Delegations of Canada and the United States requested to place in brackets the whole text of the draft resolution.






